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Everything starts with the publication, which is 

the fundamental unit of scientific information

Each publication cites some references and is 

cited by other papers => this determines the 

“impact”

The publication is associated to a type (article, 

review, chapter, etc.) and to a source (journal, 

conference, book, etc.)

The publication is associated to its authorsEach affiliation belongs to a countryThe authors have one or more affiliations
The countries can be part of international 

organizations
But the papers are not the only research asset: 

research data is another fundamental asset

The publication is often the result 

(dissemination) of a research project
Funding is another fundamental aspect of 

research and impact on all its entities (and 

their evaluation)

The collaboration with corporates is another 

fundamental aspect that impacts on all other 

entities

Patents are becoming more and more 

important and related to all the other entities

All these entities are object of the research 

evaluation ecosystem
Source-level evaluation

• IF, Citescore, SJR, SNIP, 

etc.

Article-level evaluation

• Citations (w/o self), 

FWCI

• Collaborations

• Views

• Alternative metrics 

(media)

• Etc.

Author-level evaluation

• Scholarly output

• H-index

• Etc.

Affiliation-level evaluation

• Combined peer-review 

and metrics (e.g. VQR, 

REF, etc.)

Patent evalution

• Patent-cited scholarly 

output

• etc.

Evaluation bodies

• National agencies (e.g. 

ANVUR, etc.)

• International 

organizations 

• International rankings 

(e.g. THE, QS, etc.)
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At Elsevier, we believe in Two Golden Rules for using research metrics to give a balanced, 
multi-dimensional view
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The Academic Evaluation Framework – Current Version
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Academic Evaluation
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